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An abortion is defined as "the removal of an embryo or 
a fetus from the women's uterus early in pregnancy before it 
can survive on it's own." It can be spontaneous or 
induced.1 Abortion has been practiced since the beginning 
of recorded history. There have always been women who, for 
whatever reason, were determined to terminate their 
pregnancies. 
More than 20 years ago, on January 22, 1973, after 
consideration for a year and hearing the abortion debate 
twice, the Supreme Court came to a landmark decision that 
would profoundly affect women's and men's lives. Roe v. 
Wade, in 1973, found abortion legal and established the 
trimester approach. 
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that during the first 
three months of pregnancy, a woman has the constitutional 
right to obtain an abortion from a licensed physician 
without interference from the State. From the fourth 
through the sixth month, the decision to have an abortion 
belongs to the women and her physician, but because an 
abortion at this late state of pregnancy is more dangerous, 
the State may reguire that the abortion be performed in a 
MacMillan Dictionary. MacMillan Publishing Co., Inc., 
New York, 1973. 
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hospital. During the last three months of pregnancy, the 
State may prohibit abortion except in those cases where the 
life or health of the mother is in danger. Neither a 
woman's husband nor her parents may veto her decision.2 
In effect, the Supreme Court ruled that the fetus is a 
potential life and not a "person." Today, the abortion 
issue has become a conflict whether the unborn are entitled 
to the same rights as the born, and whether a women's right 
to control her life and body include the right to end an 
unwanted pregnancy. Although abortion has been debated for 
centuries, the motivation to condemn or support it have 
varied with the political and social situation of debate. 
The typical American woman obtaining an abortion is 
young, white, unmarried, and in the first trimester of her 
pregnancy.3 According to the Center for Disease Control, 
the number of legal abortions rose sharply in the decade 
between 1970-1979 from a reported 193,491 to nearly 1.3 
million.4 Since 1980, the number has remained fairly 
stable, varying each year by only three percent.5 In 1990, 
43 million legal abortions were performed. The largest 
number of reported legal abortions ever recorded by the 
2Roe. et al. v. Wade. 410 U.S. 113, 93 S. CT, 705 (1973). 
3Alison Landes, Abortion: An Eternal. Moral and Social 




CDC.6 In proportion to their percentages of the 
population, black women, were far more likely than white 
women to have an abortion. 
The role of a social worker is vital in providing 
support to clients on both sides of the controversial 
abortion issue. As practicing professionals, social workers 
have to be able to separate themselves from their personal 
stance on abortion in order for them to provide support to 
clients who are dealing with the decision to either 
terminate a pregnancy or to carry a pregnancy to term. 
A social worker should never be judgmental towards any 
client. It is not the position of the social worker to sway 
the client in any direction no matter what their personal 
beliefs are. This paper should encourage social workers to 
become familiar with current literature and statistical data 
on abortion to include demographics of those having 
abortions, the different abortion methods, and the emotional 
and psychological toll that an unexpected pregnancy could 
have on a woman and anyone else involved. Our position as 
social workers should be to help the client weigh the pros 
and cons from both sides of such a controversial issue. 
Statement of the Problem 
Many social factors are involved in the decision to 
carry a pregnancy to term. These include knowledge of 
6Alison Landes, Abortion: An Eternal. Moral and Social 
Issue. 
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abortion as an alternative to an unwanted pregnancy, 
attitudes towards abortion, and the availability of abortion 
services. Unplanned and unintended pregnancies, knowledge 
of physical risk, and normative pressure against a non- 
marital birth could make child bearing more costly than 
abortion. 
There are important racial differences in fertility 
behavior. Black women on the average are older at first 
marriage but have earlier pregnancies and higher levels of 
fertility than white women.7 Black women also have higher 
proportions of unwanted and mistimed pregnancies than white 
women.8 Limited opportunities and resources among black 
women may translate into less access to contraceptives and 
higher rates of contraceptive failure than whites. Fore 
these reasons black women may use abortion as a 
contraceptive method more widely than whites.9 Descriptive 
studies show that although the largest percentage of women 
who abort are white, abortion rates and ratios (abortions 
’Harriet Presser, "The Timing of the First Birth, Female 
Roles and Black Fertility," Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly 
(1971), Vol. 49, pp. 329-359. 
8William Pratt, et al., "Understanding U.S. Fertility," 
Population Bulletin (November 5, 1989), Vol. 39 No. 5, pp. 
3-42. 
’Christopher Tietze, "Legal Abortion in the U.S. Rates 
and Ratios by Race and Age," Family Planning Perspective 
(1977), Vol. 9 No. 1, pp. 12-15. 
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per 1,000 live births) are higher for non-whites than 
whites.10 
Regardless of race, a woman's marital status influences 
her fertility, including whether a pregnancy is carried to 
term. Marital fertility is higher than non-marital and 
abortion is more likely among the unmarried than the 
married.11 Unmarried women are less likely to depend on 
sterility and other higher effective contraceptives than 
married women.12 Since 1970, out-of-wedlock birth rates 
have soared. In 1965, 24 percent of black infants and 3.1 
percent of white infants were born to single mothers. By 
1990, the rates were 64 percent for black infants, 18 
percent for whites. Every year, one million more children 
are born into fatherless families. 
The problem of concern is that of the high number of 
abortions amongst the white population, and the even higher 
rate amongst blacks. Although many studies point to the 
fact that black women, in proportion to the population, are 
more likely than white women to have an abortion, little 
10Stanley K. Henshaw, et al., "A Portrait of American 
Women Who Obtain Abortions," Family Planning Perspective 
(1985), Vol. 17, pp. 90-96. 
^Charles K. Henshaw and Kevin O'Reilly, "Characteristics 
of Abortion Patients in the U.S., 1979 and 1980," Family 
Planning Perspective (1983), Vol. 15 No. 1, pp. 5-16. 
12William E. Pratt and Marjorie C. Horn, "Wanted and 
Unwanted Childbearing, United States 1973-1982," Advanced Data 
from Vital and Health Statistics, No. 108; (1985). Department 
of Health and Human Services Publication No. 85-1250; 
Government Printing Office. 
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research has been done to investigate the variable that may 
contribute to this phenomenon. One relationship that needs 
more extensive investigative research is that between 
attitudes towards abortion and marital status. 
Only a small amount of literature exists that 
thoroughly explains the relationship between race and 
marital status on attitudes towards abortion. Therefore, 
the present study will re-examine the relationship between 
the variables to establish a clearer analogy of race and 
marital status on attitudes towards abortion. 
Significance and Purpose of Study 
The number of reported abortions in the United States 
continues to rise at a rate of three percent each year.13 
Several articles point to the importance of studying the 
effects of age, gender and socioeconomic status on attitudes 
towards abortion. It appears that a study of race and 
marital status on attitudes towards abortion is needed. 
This study will differ from others in that it focuses 
on the relationship between attitudes towards abortion and 
race by comparing blacks to whites. This study also focuses 
on the differences in attitudes towards abortion based on 
marital status by comparing non-married women to married 
women. Thus, it will be possible to explore the differences 
13Alison Landes, Abortion; An Eternal. Moral and Social 
Issue. 
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in attitudes between black and white women, as well as 
married and non-married women. 
This particular study will attempt to improve and 
expand the body of literature that currently exists. This 
study will hopefully lay some important groundwork for the 
field of Social Work in this area for the future. 
This study will fill some gaps by adding to some 
pertinent theories that were not totally explored and by 
applying some other theories and research. The final 
outcome of this study will be used as a comparison to 
previous studies conducted as well as a reference for future 
studies on the effects of race and marital status on 
attitudes towards abortion. 
The purpose of this study is to do research in the area 
of social attitudes. This research is designed so as to 
investigate the influences of two variables upon attitudes 
towards abortion. This study is based on the hope that both 
race and marital status are important when exploring 
attitudes towards abortion. 
More specifically, this research will address the 
following question: What is the relationship between race 
and attitudes towards abortion? Secondly, what is the 
relationship between marital status and attitudes towards 
abortion? Do these foregoing variables influence attitudes 
towards abortion? If so, in what manner? 
CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Race and Abortion 
The relationship between race and marital status 
regarding attitudes towards abortion have been studied and 
observed in many profession. This section will discuss 
research relevant to these variables. 
Abortion may be an integral aspect of group 
differentials in fertility, yet the basic study of the 
characteristics of women who abort has been limited to 
univariate description due to the lack of individual-level 
data. The objective of Katherine Tent and Eve Powell-Griner 
was to link theoretical frameworks of general fertility 
behavior to abortion behavior. They used individual-level 
data to expand their understanding of the decision to abort. 
This study used individual-level data from the National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) to examine racial, 
marital and educational differences among women who choose 
to abort.1 
The analysis was based on two samples: adult women 
(ages 20 and older) and teenage women. The resulting sample 
of adult women (ages 20 and older) included 386,887 live 
births and fetal deaths and 123,949 induced abortions. The 
Catherine Trent and Eve Powell-Griner, "Differences in 
Race, Marital Status and Education Among Women Obtaining 




variables used in the analysis included outcome of pregnancy 
(abortion, other), race (black, white), marital status 
(married, not married), educational attainment (0-8, 9-11, 
12, 13-15, 16 or more years), previous live birth (parity 0, 
1, 2, 3 or more). 
Trent and Powell-Griner found that relationships 
between abortion and race, marital status, and education to 
be more complex than suggested. The findings show that the 
racial difference in abortion varies by marital status. 
Blacks are more likely to abort than whites, and unmarried 
women are more likely to abort than married women. However, 
among unmarried women, whites are more likely to abort than 
blacks. 
Opposite patterns were seen in the racial differences 
of married women who obtain abortions. Among married women, 
blacks are more likely to abort than whites. This tendency 
is perhaps due, in part, to important racial-marital 
differences in the labor force participation. Moreover, 
black married women are more likely than white married women 
to be the primary source of family income.2 
While race often is included in this research as a 
demographic, the nature of the relationship between race and 
abortion attitudes has received sparse attention. Lynxwiler 
and Gay (1994), used the 1972 to 1988 General Social Survey 
Catherine Trent and Eve Powell-Griner, "Differences in 
Race, Marital Status and Education Among Women Obtaining 
Abortions." 
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(GSS) data to examine race differences in abortion 
attitudes. Each survey of the GSS asked six questions that 
tapped attitudes towards legal abortion under different 
circumstances. 
Lynxwiler and Gay (1994) used a six-point additive 
scale (alpha-.85) as their measure of support for legal 
abortions. This scale value ranged from 0 (for opposition 
to abortion in every case) to 6 (when respondents approved 
abortion in every case). The exact wording of the questions 
were as follows: "Please tell me whether or not you think it 
should be possible for a pregnant woman to obtain a legal 
abortion...(A) If there is a chance for serious defect to 
the baby? (B) If the woman's own health is endangered by the 
pregnancy? (C) If she became pregnant as a result of rape? 
(D) If she is married and does not want any more children? 
(F) If she is not married and does not want to marry the 
man?"3 
Lynxwiler and Gay presented differences on the 
pro-choice scale for each year to compare childbearing women 
and the total sample. The surveys were grouped into four 
clusters: 1972-74, 1975-78, 1980-88. Clusters of these 
years were used to due the small number of black respondents 
in each year of the GSS survey. 
3John Lynxwiler and David Gay, "Reconsidering Race 
Differences in Abortion Attitudes," Social Science Quarterly 
(March 1994), Vol. 75 No. 1, pp. 67-84. 
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There were no significant differences between 
childbearing women for the 1972-82 time period. However, 
significant means differences between blacks and white 
childbearing women were found in 1982, 1984 and 1987. An 
extension of means differences over time show that the 
pro-choice gap between blacks and whites is decreasing. 
Lynxwiler and Gay reported the following findings: Support 
for legal abortion was lower among black women. Both black 
and white women reported increasing support for legal 
abortion between 1972 and 1988, and this shift is more 
pronounced for blacks. Older white women reported the 
strongest pro-choice attitudes while older black women 
consistently displayed the weakest support for legal 
abortion. 
Although age effects are possible, it is suggested that 
black and white women's support for legal abortion shifts 
over their life course. After the data had been adjusted 
and control introduced, blacks displayed significantly less 
support for legal abortion than whites across the years. 
Using the NORC Survey from 1972 to 1980, Elaine Hall 
and Myra Max Ferree (1986) attempted to explain racial 
differences in legal abortion supported by antecedents: 
(1) lower socioeconomic status; (2) strong religious 
practices; and (3) Southern culture. The total 1982 sample 
of 1,833 consists of 29% (510) blacks and 72% (1,323) 
whites. Hall and Ferree constructed a six point scale of 
12 
pro-choice attitudes by summing positive responses to each 
of the six questions about situations where abortion should 
be legal. They examined differences in pro-choice attitudes 
from 1972 to 1984 for both additive pro-choice scale for 
each of the six reasons for an abortion.4 
Hall and Ferree conceptualized race as producing 
different sets of experiences that inform how members of 
each group interpreted political and social realities. 
Hence, they claimed that the Black-White gap in abortion 
support is more a product of culture and political 
differences than of sociodemographic trait. They found that 
when religiosity and demographic variables were controlled, 
the Black-White difference in support for abortion persisted 
over the span of more than a decade. 
In exploring sub-cultural differences that might 
account for this persisting gap, they discovered that 
attitudes toward premarital sex were more strongly 
associated with the abortion attitude of Whites and Blacks. 
This finding suggests that the sex-gender belief system in 
which attitudes towards legalized abortion are embedded may 
be race-specific. Hall and Ferree found that whites are 
also consistently more pro-choice than blacks for each of 
the six reasons, although the difference is not significant 
for each reason for each year. 
“Elaine J. Hall and Myra Marx Ferree, "Race Differences 
in Abortion Attitudes," Public Opinion Quarterly (Summer 
1985), Vol 50 No. 2, pp. 193-207. 
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Karen Dugger used data from the Roper Organization's 
1980 Virginia Slims American Women's Opinion Poll to report 
her findings. A multistage stratified probability sampling 
of the non-institutionalized adult female population in the 
United States. There were 296 Black women and 2,607 White 
women in the sample. In the Virginia Slims data set only 
one item is available. It states, "Laws making abortion 
legal should be repealed." The responses were "Agree," 
"Don't Know," and "Disagree." This measurement of abortion 
attitudes employed in the Virginia Slims Survey forces 
respondents to take extreme positions. 
The data reported in this study showed that all 15 of 
the sex-family and gender-role attitude variables are 
significantly related to white women's support for legalized 
abortion, with those taking a more feminist stance on these 
issues more likely to support legalized abortions. For 
black women, however, only 5 of the 15 variables are 
significantly associated with support for legalized 
abortion. The small sample size of black respondents may in 
part account for these differences. 
In his study, Clyde Wilcox sought to answer three 
questions: First, is religiosity and religious doctrine a 
significant predictor of abortion attitudes of both blacks 
and whites? Second, do religious differences explain racial 
differences in abortion attitudes? Finally, are there 
14 
regional differences in the relationship between race, 
religion and abortion attitudes.5 
As a dependent variable, Wilcox computed a scale of 
support for legal abortion by counting the number of 
positive responses to items asking whether the respondent 
thinks abortion should be legal in six different 
circumstances. The resulting variable in value from 0-6, 
with the higher scores indicating increased support for 
abortion. 
Since 1980, GSS has conducted national survey's that 
include the same six abortion items in 1982, 83, 84, 85, 87, 
and 88. Wilcox found that a persistent racial gap outside 
the South, although in the South, racial differences are 
larger. In addition, his findings suggest that after 
multivariate controls, region is not a significant predictor 
of black attitudes in recent years. 
Non surprisingly, Wilcox found that religious variable 
are a major source of attitudes of whites and blacks in the 
South and non-South. Religion has a greater orthodox and 
religiosity for blacks more than compensates for this 
difference. Racial differences in religious orthodoxy and 
religiosity are an important source of racial differences in 
abortion attitudes. It appears that whites have more 
/" 
favorable attitudes towards abortion. This is evident by 
5Clyde Wilcox, "Race, Religion, Region and Abortion 
Attitudes," Sociological Analysis (1992), Vol. 53 No. 1, pp. 
97-105. 
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the number of single, female-headed households. There is 
less of a stigma on black women who have children out of 
wedlock than there is on white women. This is especially 
evident in different class communities. 
Marital Status and Abortion 
Over the last 25 years, disturbing trends have occurred 
in the United States. Just at that time women had obtained 
the tools to control the number and the timing of their 
children, single motherhood and the feminization of poverty 
began their long and steady rise. 
The relationship between marriage and fertility lead to 
a clearer understanding of the behavior source of 
traditional fertility differentials. Fertility 
differentials by education were found as early as the 1910 
census, differentials by race have been documented as early 
as the Civil War.6 Further, these two variables have 
consistently been the strongest predictors of fertility 
differences.7 Scholars seeking to understand these 
differentials in childbearing have examined the behavior of 
married women. Meanwhile, a growing literature has 
6Ansley J. Coale and Norfleet W. Rivers, "A Statistical 
Reconstruction of the Black Population of the United States 
1880-1970: Estimates of the True Numbers by Age, Sex, Birth 
Rates and Total Fertility," Population Index (1973), Vol. 36 
No. 1, pp. 3-36. 
7M.D.R. Evans, "American Fertility Patterns: A Comparison 
of White and Non-White Cohorts Born 1903-56," Population and 
Development Review (1986), Vol. 12 No. 2, pp. 267-293. 
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indicated that the social structure governing marriage and 
childbearing in the United States is different for blacks 
and whites.8-9 For example, black women are more likely 
than white women to have children out-of-wedlock and to 
raise them in female-headed households.10 
Roland R. Rindfuss and Allen M. Parnell, 1989, 
attempted to answer these questions: To what extent is a 
woman's marital status related to the likelihood of her 
having children. Their initial strategy was to examine 
women with a given marital status and see whether they have 
a conception in the next twelve months that resulted in a 
live birth. The data set used was in the June 1980 Current 
Population Survey (CPS), based on a sample of approximately 
60,000 households. The CPS has birth histories for all 
women aged 18-75, regardless of marital status and marriage 
history, including year and month of marriage, separation, 
divorce, and widowhood.11 
8M.D.R. Evans, "American Fertility Patterns." 
9Graig St. John, "Race Differences in Age at First Birth 
and the Pace of Subsequent Fertility: Implications for the 
Minority Group Status Hypothesis," Demography (1982), Vol. 19 
No. 3, pp. 301-314. 
10Jo Ann Jones, et al., "Nonmarital Childbearing: 
Divergent Legal and Social Concerns," Population and 
Development Review (1985), Vol. 11 No. 4, pp. 677-693. 
“Ronald R. Rindfuss and Allan M. Parnell, "The Varying 
Connection Between Marital Status and Childbearing in the 
United States," Population and Development Review (Sept. 
1989), Vol. 15 No. 3, pp. 447-470. 
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They examined five 12-month periods, each beginning 
with June: 1965, 1968, 1971, 1974, and 1977. Three 
categories of marital status were used: never, currently, 
and post married. Level of education was classified into 
four groups: 0-8 years, 9-11 years, 12 years, and 13 plus 
years. The final methodological issue involved the age to 
be examined. Most childbearing in the U.S. is by women in 
their 20's, with very little occurring at age 35 and above. 
To concentrate on the prime childbearing years, Rindfuss and 
Parnell limited their analysis to women aged 15-34 in June 
of each of the years examined. Rindfuss and Parnell found 
that blacks non-marital fertility rates are higher than 
those for whites. As noted earlier, past research suggests 
that the social-structural factors affecting the process of 
marriage and childbearing are different for blacks and 
whites. Thus, not only is the effect of marriage on 
fertility expected to differ by race, but also the effect of 
other social-structural variables are expected to differ. 
Returning to Rindfuss and Parnell's original question, 
to what extent does marriage affect the reproductive process 
in the United State? There is no simple answer to this 
fundamental question. Their results suggest that the 
question itself needs to be reformatted. They showed that 
the sharpness of this contrast depends on the woman's race, 
education, and parity. Typically married women are 
18 
significantly more likely to have a child than never or post 
married women. 
The number of induced abortions in the United States 
has stabilized since 1980 at about 1.6 million each year. 
The overall abortion rate has been declining since 1980, but 
not all groups are part of this trend. Rates have increased 
among unmarried whites younger than 15, unmarried minorities 
aged 15-19, and married minorities aged 20-24.12 
Henshaw, et al., observed the characteristics of U.S. 
women having abortions in 1987. They used data compiled 
from the Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI). This survey 
counted 1,559,000 abortions performed in 1987. This survey 
is estimated to represent at least 94 percent of all 
abortions. Information was also used from data collected by 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC). Their data contains 
information on the demographic characteristics of abortion 
patients, their periods of gestation and the type of 
procedures performed. A third source of information on 
abortion used was the National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS), which compiles data on all abortions reported to the 
states' health statistics agencies of cooperating states (14 
states in 1987). 
Married women were much less likely to have an abortion 
(nine per 1,100 women in 1987) than were unmarried women (46 
12Stanley K. Henshaw, et al., "Characteristics of U.S. 
Women Having Abortions, 1987," Family Planning Perspective 
(March/April 1991), Vol 23 No. 2, pp. 75-81. 
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per 1,000), perhaps because married women are more likely to 
be seeking pregnancy and more likely to practice 
contraception - especially sterilization, which is the most 
effective method. Young and unmarried women find it more 
difficult to plan their contraceptive use, since intercourse 
is less predictable for them. Since 1980, abortion rates 
have fallen among both married and unmarried women.13 
The use of abortion differs by marital status more 
among whites than among minorities: The abortion rate of 
unmarried white women was 5.5 times that of a married white 
woman, but the rate among unmarried minority women was 2.6 
times that of married women. Henshaw, et al., found that 
abortion ratios show a similar pattern. At all ages, among 
both white and minority women, most abortions were obtained 
by those who were unmarried. 
Among unmarried women in all age groups, those of 
minority races were less likely to terminate a pregnancy by 
abortion than were white women. Henshaw, et al., offers a 
possible explanation for this trend. That is, "possibly 
because non-marital childbearing is more acceptable in 
minority communities."14 
It appears that society tends to place pressure on the 
married woman to carry her pregnancy to full term. An 
“Stanley K. Henshaw, et al., "Characteristics of U.S. 
Women Having Abortions, 1987." 
14Ibid. 
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abortion decision can cause a considerable amount of stress 
on the married woman, and in effect it could alter the 
relationship with her spouse. Unlike the married women, a 
decision to abort made by an unmarried woman seems less 
complicated. There is a subtle stigma attached to becoming 
an unwed mother. 
The research studies and findings cited in this chapter 
support the premise of the study that race and marital 
status have an effect on women's attitudes towards abortion. 
Regardless of whether a woman is black, white, married or 
single, the decision to have an abortion is always a 
difficult one. 
Theoretical Framework 
Distinct cultural experiences translate into attitude 
differences between blacks and whites. The theoretical 
perspective that will be the basis of this research paper is 
grounded in cognitive learning theory, which explains how 
human beings form their attitudes and beliefs. Cognitive 
Learning Theory believes that each person holds a set of 
mental schemes that act as filters, selectively influencing 
the information individuals intake, the way they understand 
it, the degree of importance they attach to it, and how or 
whether they choose to use it. Cognition, in other words, 
involves the ability to take in information, process it, 
store it, and finally retrieve and use it. Cognition 
involves the ability to learn and think. 
21 
In borrowing from the Ecological Model of human 
behavior, a clearer way of stating cognitive learning might 
be that we can come to understand through the general 
experiences of life, through contact with other people and 
specific events that occur. We take all of these 
experiences and obtain psychological and emotional meaning 
from them that is sometimes accurate and sometimes 
inaccurate. 
When examining how cognitive learning theory lends 
itself to the dependent variable (attitudes towards 
abortion) one must understand that the cognitive learning 
theory says that individuals construct an understanding of 
what something means based upon their interpretations of 
their experiences, and the emotional and psychological 
meaning they attach to them. In other words, behavior of 
individuals can be explained in terms of the meaning persons 
derive from their experiences that are first hand and 
personal and will often have a stronger impact than those 
that are not. Typically, persons have difficulty 
discounting or changing information that runs contrary to 
their personal experiences. Likewise, those experiences 
that are emotionally and psychologically moving will tend to 
have a stronger impact than those that are not. 
Given that abortion is an emotionally and 
psychologically charged event, it is likely that the 
decision to terminate a pregnancy or to carry a pregnancy to 
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term will be influenced by an individual's beliefs and 
values concerning abortion. 
When trying to understand attitudes towards abortion, 
it is important to include race as a factor because many 
times whites and blacks hold significantly different values. 
The cognitive learning theory based explanation used to 
understand why whites and blacks interpret events using a 
different intake process. This means that the process 
blacks use to interpret the general experience of life, 
specific life events, and contacts with other persons is 
different than that generally used by whites. The suspected 
difference is in the degree of psychological and emotional 
meaning that whites and blacks attach to events. For 
example, one might experience an event and derive a meaning 
from it that is 95% psychological and 5% emotional, while 
another person may experience the same event and derive a 
meaning from it that is 60% emotional and 40% psychological, 
and still a third person may experience that same event and 
not obtain meaning from it at all. 
Given that the presumption that whites and blacks use 
separate intake processes to derive at separate meanings 
from events, it is consistent with cognitive learning theory 
that they will then acquire different attitudes and values. 
Because of these presuppositions, it is necessary that race 
be used as a variable to mediate the relationship between 
attitudes towards abortion. 
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Research Question and Hypothesis 
Based on the foregoing literature review, theoretical 
framework, and general purpose of this study, the following 
research hypotheses are presented: 
HI: There will be a statistically significant relationship 
between race and women's attitude towards abortion. 
H2: There will be a statistically significant relationship 
between marital status and women's attitude towards 
abortion. 
Variables 
The independent variable of this study is abortion. 
The dependent variables of this study are race and marital 
status. 
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Terms and Definitions 
Abortion - The removal of an embryo or a fetus from the 
woman's uterus early in pregnancy before it can survive 
on it's own. 
Race - a group of persons sharing a common ancestry, 
history, nationality, or area of origin. 
Black - to be of African descent. 
White - to be of European descent. 
Married - the state of legal union of a man and a woman 
in wedlock. 
Single - characteristics of an unmarried state or an 
unmarried person, which includes those never married, 
separated, divorced, and widowed. 
CHAPTER THREE 
METHODOLOGY 
Design and Sample 
Participation - The mode of observation that was used 
to collect data was survey research. The sample on which 
this study was drawn from was forty adult women in the 
Atlanta, Georgia area. The characteristics of the forty 
women were twenty African American and twenty Caucasian 
women. Of the twenty African American women who 
participated in the study, ten were married and the other 
ten were single. Likewise, of the twenty Caucasian women 
who participated in the study, ten were married and the 
other ten were single. 
Procedure - The design of this study calls for a 
judgmental sampling. Forty interviews were conducted as a 
result of selecting cases appropriate to this study. The 
data was collected by questionnaires that were administered 
to forty women in the Atlanta, Georgia area who were willing 
to participate in this study. The questionnaires were 
administered by one social worker. The method of sampling 
that was used was convenience (non-probability) sampling. 
Variables such as race and marital status was controlled by 
judgment sampling. This procedure was used because the most 




A composite scale was used to combine each respective 
variable. Conceptually, attitudes towards abortion refers 
to the learned predisposition to respond positively or 
negatively in thought, feeling and action towards abortion. 
This is defined as the extent to which a pregnant women 
terminates a pregnancy by choice. The questions were 
designed to see whether the respondents had favorable or 
unfavorable attitudes towards abortion. 
Marital status is operationalized as whether a woman is 
currently married or single. Being married refers to the 
state of legal union of a man and woman in wedlock. Being 
single refers to characteristics of the unmarried state or 
unmarried person. These questions were designed to 
determine whether a woman has a husband or not. 
Conceptually, race refers to a group of persons sharing 
a common ancestry, history, nationality, or area of origin. 
Race will be operationalized as the extent to which one is 
of African or European descent. These questions were 
designed to determine whether one is African American 
(black) or Caucasian (white). 
This survey instrument was created by the researcher 
and consists of 19 questions. This survey instrument was 
composed of questions about demographics and attitudes 
towards abortion. This survey instrument took approximately 
10-15 minutes to complete. 
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Data Analysis 
The independent variables, marital status and race, are 
both categorical. The dependent variable, attitudes towards 
abortion, is continuous. Therefore, to determine the 
statistical test for each hypothesis, the researcher used 
Pearson's ' r' Correlation Coefficient Test to test whether 
or not there is a linear variation between the variables. 
The data obtained in this study was coded into a computer 
program, Statistical Package for the Social Sciences.1 
1Nie, N.H.; Hull, D.H.; Jenkins, J.C. and Steinbrenner, 
K., Statistical Package for the Social Sciences. 2nd Ed., 
New York; 1995. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
FINDINGS 
The focus of this chapter will be to summarize the data 
collected from the participants of the study. The focus of 
this research was to examine the relative effects of race 





Ql: What is your race? 
50%: Black 
50%: White 






Attitudes Towards Abortion 
Frequency Distributions 
(N=40) 
Q3: What are your feelings towards abortion? 
30.0%: a. I support abortion under any circumstance. 
52.5%: b. I support abortion under certain 
circumstances. 
17.5%: c. I am not in favor of abortion under any 
circumstance. 





a. I have always supported a woman's right to 
have an abortion. 
b. I have never supported a woman's right to 
have an abortion. 
c. I once supported abortion, but now I 
oppose it. 
d. I once opposed abortion, but now I 
support it. 
Q6: In your opinion, the decision to carry a pregnancy to 
term or to terminate a pregnancy, should be left up to 
the... 
55.5%: a. the woman only. 
2.5%: b. the man only. 
42.5%: c. both the man and the woman. 
Q7: Do you have any children? 
32.5%: a. Yes 
67.5%: b. No 
Q8: Have you ever had an abortion? 
30.0%: a. Yes 
70.0%: b. No 
Q9: If you answered Yes to question #8, what was your 






c. Not applicable 
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(TABLE II - Continued) 
Q10: If you have had an abortion, have you experienced more 




If you have 






Yes, I have had more than one abortion. 
I experienced the abortion(s) prior to my 
live birth(s). 
I experienced the abortion(s) in between 
my live birth(s). 
I experienced the abortion(s) after my 
live birth(s). 
I experienced the abortion(s) at different 
status's of my live birth(s). 
Q12: If a close friend informed you that she was 
contemplating having an abortion, would you... 
22.5%: a. talk her out of it. 
77.5%: b. respect her right to choose. 
0.0%: c. encourage her to have the abortion. 
Q13: If you were aware that a close friend had experienced 
an abortion, you would... 
0.0%: a. think less of her. 
100.0%: b. think of her as you always have. 
Q14: Would you support abortion, if there was a strong 
chance of serious defect to the baby? 
57.5%: a. Yes 
42.5%: b. No 
Q15: Would you support abortion, if the woman's own health 






(TABLE II - Continued) 
Q16: Would you support abortion, if the woman becomes 
pregnant as a result of rape? 
75.0%: a. Yes 
25.0%: b. No 
Q17: Would you support abortion, if the woman is married and 
does not want any more children? 
35.0%: a. Yes 
65.0%: b. No 
Q18: Would you support abortion, if the family has a very 
low income and cannot afford any more children? 
37.5%: a. Yes 
62.5%: b. No 
Q19: Would you support abortion, if the woman is not married 
and does not want to marry the man? 
37.5%: a. Yes 
62.5%: b. No 
Discussion of the Frequency Distribution 
There were a total of forty respondents on this study. 
Adult women accounted for one hundred percent of the sample. 
Twenty of the respondents were white and twenty were black. 
Of the twenty black women and the twenty white women in the 
sample, ten were married and ten were single. 
Women's attitudes towards abortion was the dependent 
variable. Of the forty respondents who took part in 
answering the questionnaire, 30% reported that they 
supported abortion under any circumstance, 52.5% supported 
abortion under certain circumstances and 17.5% of the sample 
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were not in favor of abortion under any circumstance. 17.5% 
of the sample responded to having changed opinions of 
abortions—from once supporting abortion to now opposing 
abortion- and vice versa. 
The opinion of the respondents as to who should be left 
to decide whether a pregnancy should be carried to term or 
to end the pregnancy in an abortion was almost split down 
the middle. Fifty-five percent of the respondents felt that 
this was the woman's decision to make and 42.5% felt that 
this decision should be made by both the man and the woman. 
It should be noted that 2.5% of the respondents felt that 
such a decision should be left up to the man only. 
Thirty percent of the sample admitted to having had an 
abortion. Of those who had experienced an abortion, 50% of 
them were married at the time and the other half were 
single. Of this same sample of women who admitted to having 
experienced an abortion, 50% also admitted to having had 
more than one abortion. Of the forty women sampled in this 
study, 32.5% have children and 67.5% have no children. Five 
of the twelve women who experienced abortions had the 
abortions prior to ever having a live birth(s), four 
experienced having an abortion after having live birth(s), 
and three responded to having had abortions at different 
stages of their lives. 
Seventy-seven and a half percent of the sample would 
respect the rights of a close friend to choose, if she was 
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told that her friend was contemplating having an abortion. 
Twenty-two and a half percent of the respondents would 
attempt to talk their friend out of having an abortion. 
When asked what their opinion would be of a close friend who 
confided in them that they had experienced an abortion in 
their past, 100% of the sample responded that they would 
think of her as they always have. 
The respondents were given six different circumstances 
and were asked to indicate under what circumstance would 
they support a woman's decision to have an abortion. The 
first scenario suggests that a woman is pregnant and there 
is a strong chance of serious defect to the baby. Fifty 
seven and a half percent responded that, yes, they would 
support an abortion under this circumstance and 42.5% 
responded no. When asked if they would support the decision 
to have an abortion if the woman's own health was seriously 
endangered by pregnancy, 75% responded yes and 25% responded 
no. Seventy-five percent of the sample also responded yes, 
they would support a woman's decision to have an abortion if 
the pregnancy was the result of a rape and 25% responded no. 
As the given circumstances of the different pregnancy 
situations became less severe, the opinions of the 
respondents expressed less support for abortion. Sixty-five 
percent of the sample responded, no, to supporting abortion 
if the woman was married and does not want any more 
children, 35% responded, yes. The responses to the next 
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situation only varied slightly. Sixty-two and a half 
percent responded, no, to supporting abortion if the family 
had a very low income and could not afford any more 
children, 37.5% responded, yes. The final situation 
suggested to the sample received identical support 
percentages as the previous situation. Sixty-two and a half 
percent responded, no, they would not support abortion if 
the woman is not married and does not want to marry the man, 
37.5% responded, yes. 
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Bivariate Analysis 
The Null Hypothesis was that there would be no 
relationship between race and women's attitudes towards 
abortion. The Null Hypothesis further stated that there 
would be no relationship between marital status and women's 
attitudes towards abortion. In order to test the 




Race and Attitudes Towards Abortion 
Bivariate Analysis 
(N=40) 
Q3: What are your feelings towards abortion? .18 
Q5: Has your opinion of abortion always been 
the same? -.05 
Q6: In your opinion, the decision to carry a 
pregnancy to term or to terminate a 
pregnancy, should be left up to the... .22 
Q7: Do you have any children? -.16 
Q8: Have you ever had an abortion? -.01 
Q9: If you answered Yes to question #8, what 
was your marital status at the time of 
the abortion? -.06 
Q10: If you have had an abortion, have you 
experienced more than one abortion? .00 
Qll: If you have children and have had an 
abortion, at what point in your life 
did you have the abortion? .00 
Q12: If a close friend informed you that she 
was contemplating having an abortion, 
would you... -.05 
Q13: If you were aware that a close friend had 
experienced an abortion, you would... 
Q14: Would you support abortion, if there was 
a strong chance of serious defect to the 
baby? .05 
Q15: Would you support abortion, if the 
woman's own health is seriously 
endangered by the pregnancy? -.00 
Q16: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
becomes pregnant as a result of rape? .00 
Q17: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
is married and does not want any more 
children? .10 
Q18: Would you support abortion, if the family 
has a very low income and cannot afford 
any more children? .15 
Q19: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
is not married and does not want to marry 
the man? .15 
p = .05 
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TABLE IV 
Marital Status and Attitudes Towards Abortion 
Bivariate Analysis 
(N=40) 
Independent Variable: Marital Status Pearson's 'r' Value 
Q3: What are your feelings towards abortion? .03 
Q5: Has your opinion of abortion always been 
the same? .11 
Q6: In your opinion, the decision to carry a 
pregnancy to term or to terminate a 
pregnancy, should be left up to the... .22 
Q7: Do you have any children? -.37 
Q8: Have you ever had an abortion? .00 
Q9: If you answered Yes to guestion #8, what 
was your marital status at the time of 
the abortion? -.06 
Q10: If you have had an abortion, have you 
experienced more than one abortion? .12 
Qll: If you have children and have had an 
abortion, at what point in your life 
did you have the abortion? -.14 
Q12: If a close friend informed you that she 
was contemplating having an abortion, 
would you... -.11 
Q13: If you were aware that a close friend had 
experienced an abortion, you would... 
Q14: Would you support abortion, if there was 
a strong chance of serious defect to the 
baby? -.05 
Q15: Would you support abortion, if the 
woman's own health is seriously 
endangered by the pregnancy? .11 
Q16: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
becomes pregnant as a result of rape? .11 
Q17: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
is married and does not want any more 
children? -.10 
Q18: Would you support abortion, if the family 
has a very low income and cannot afford 
any more children? -.05 
Q19: Would you support abortion, if the woman 
is not married and does not want to marry 
the man? -.05 
p = . 05 
Bivariate Analysis Discussion 
There is no statistical relationship between marital 
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status and women's attitude towards abortion. Pearson's 'r' 
Correlation Coefficient was conducted to determine whether 
there was statistical significance between race and marital 
status on women's attitudes towards abortion. The findings 
indicate that there were no correlations between race and 
marital status on women's attitudes towards abortion. 
Consequently, the Null Hypothesis was accepted. 
CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
Summary 
The following conclusions are suggested when one takes 
into account the data which were collected from the forty 
respondents who participated in this study's survey. Of the 
twelve women in the sample who indicated that they had 
experienced an abortion, seven of them were white and the 
other five were black. As previously indicated in the 
findings, six of the respondents indicated that they had 
more than one abortion. Three of which were black and the 
other three were white. These findings coincide with what 
was stated in the literature. That is, it appears that 
black women are having more abortions in relation to their 
proportion in this sample population. 
Of the twelve women in this study who indicated 
experiencing an abortion, half of them indicated that they 
were single during the time of the abortion, and the other 
half was married. Among this sample, it must be concluded 
that marital status has no relationship on the effects of 
women's attitudes towards abortion. 
Many social factors are involved in the decision to end 
a pregnancy in abortion. With this decision, comes stigmas 
that are associated with women who exercise their right to 
choose, regardless of race or marital status. 
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Implications for Social Work Practice 
Social workers must be aware of the different groups of 
women who have a high percentage of abortions. This is 
particularly appropriate when services are to be delivered 
to those persons who are contemplating abortions. They must 
be able to develop and implement intervention strategies and 
treatment programs which will effectively serve and assist 
individuals who are obtaining abortion services. 
Social work practitioners should be cognizant of 
individual values and morals as it related to this issue. 
Family counseling, group counseling, and preventive seminars 
which focus on pregnancy, contraceptives, and related health 
issues will be most important to females when dealing with 
their individual values and morals as they relate to 
pregnancy and abortion. Counseling groups can be 
implemented in churches, school, social organizations, 
community centers, and other educational and social settings 
in order to provide information and assistance. 
Even though abortion is legal, it continues to raise 
questions of morality. The practitioner should understand 
the individual and family values that women confront in 
reaching difficult decisions concerning abortion. 
Furthermore, social workers should become aware and remain 
abreast of the trends which are associated with abortions at 
all social and political levels. Finally, practitioners 
should understand and acknowledge current legislation 
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pertaining to the issue of abortion and be prepared to 
become advocates on behalf of the female client. 
Theoretical Implications 
This study consisted of self-reporting survey research 
of adult women from a Cognitive Learning Theory, which 
explains how human beings form their attitudes and beliefs. 
Cognition involves the ability to take in information, 
process it, store it, and finally retrieve and use it. When 
examining how cognitive learning theory lends itself to the 
dependent variable (attitude towards abortion) one must 
understand that the cognitive learning theory says that 
individuals construct an understanding of what something 
means based upon their interpretations of their experiences, 
and the emotional and psychological meaning they attach to 
them. 
Given that abortion is an emotionally and 
psychologically charged event, it is likely that the 
decision to terminate a pregnancy or to carry a pregnancy to 
term will be influenced by an individual's beliefs and 
values concerning abortion. 
Limitations of the Study 
The findings of this study are limited to African 
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American and Caucasian women who were either married or 
single in Atlanta, Georgia area. The sample for this study 
was limited to forty respondents, which limits the study to 
this population only and can not be generalized to the 
entire population of women in the Atlanta, Georgia area. 
Directions for Further Research 
While it is evident that race and marital status play a 
vital role in women's attitudes towards abortion, further 
research is needed. It is suggested that an avenue of 
further research is needed on the effects of abortion on 
married women and their spouse. A body of literature is 
needed on the long term, physical, emotional, and 
psychological effects that abortion has on women. The 
decision to abort a pregnancy is a complicated one, 
continuous updates are needed on the changing trends of 
women who choose to have abortions. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
This questionnaire is designed to measure your attitude towards abortion. It is not a test, so there 
is no right or wrong answer. Please answer each item as truthfully as possible by circling the letter 
next to the answer that best supports your opinion. This survey is voluntary anonymous identity 
shall remain anonymous. This survey should take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. 
1. What is your race? 
a. African American 
b. Caucasian 
2. What is your current marital status? 
a. Single 
b. Married 
3. What are your feelings towards abortion? 
a. I support abortion under any circumstance. 
b. 1 support abortion under certain circumstances. 
c. I am not in favor of abortion under any circumstance. 
4. Question # 4 was omitted and reformatted as questions # 14 - 19 . 
5. Has your opinion of abortion always been the same? 
a. I have always supported a woman's right to have an abortion. 
b. 1 have never supported a woman's right to have an abortion. 
c. I once supported abortion, but now I oppose it. 
d. I once opposed abortion, but now I support it. 
6. In your opinion, the decision to carry a pregnancy to term or to terminate the pregnancy 
should be left up to the... 
a. woman only. 
b. man only. 
c. both the man and the woman. 
7. Do you have any children? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
8. Have you ever had an abortion? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
9. If you answered yes to question # 8, what was your marital status at the time of die abortion? 
a. Single 
b. Married 
c . Not Applicable 
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10. If you have had an abortion, have you experiences more than one abortion? 
a. Yes, I have had more than one abortion. 
b. I have only had one abortion. 
c. Not Applicable 
11. If you have children and have had an abortion, at what point in your life did you have the 
abortion? 
a. I experienced the abortion(s) prior to my live birth(s). 
b. I experienced the abortion(s) in between live birth(s). 
c. I experienced the abortion(s) after my live birth(s). 
d. I experienced the abortions at different status's of my live birth(s). 
e. Not Applicable 
12. If a close friend informed that she was contemplating having an abortion, would you.... 
a. talk her out of it. 
b. respect her right to choose. 
c. encourage her to have the abortion. 
13. If you were aware that a close friend had experienced an abortion, you would... 
a think less of her. 
b. think of her as you always have. 
If you support abortion under certain circumstances, please indicate under which circumstances 
you would support abortion. 
14. Would you support abortion, if there is a sUong chance of serious defect to the baby? 
a. yes 
b. no 




16. Would you support abortion, if the woman becomes pregnant as a result of rape? 
a. yes 
b. no 
17. Would you support abortion, if the woman is married and does not want any more children? 
a. yes 
b  no 








** THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPITATION ** 
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